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Welcome to Christchurch Mansion and the 
Ed Sheeran: Made in Suffolk exhibition

This exhibition has been attracting visitors from 
all over the world – and from closer to home – 
and is a unique look at Ed’s journey from Suffolk 
schoolboy to global superstar.

We are all proud of what Ed has achieved – and 
this exhibition underlines his hard work and 
dedication. It also looks at Ed’s gifts covering not 
only singing and song-writing but also art and a 
sense of place.

Made in Suffolk offers teachers and students 
a valuable insight into these themes and we 
shall be joining you in an Education Programme 
which we hope will be a fascinating and valuable 
learning tool for all ages and levels.

This information pack explores what we can 
offer but we want to hear your ideas and 
suggestions. That is the real purpose of this 
evening’s event.

We appreciate you attending and would be 
grateful if you discuss the programme with 
colleagues from other schools.



E D  S H E E R A N :  M A D E  I N  S U F F O L K 

EDUCATION PROGRAMME

The unique Ed Sheeran: Made 
in Suffolk exhibition is currently 
on at The Wolsey Art Gallery in 
Ipswich’s Christchurch Mansion. 
The exhibition, which encompasses 
nationally renowned artwork and 
stunning photography, also includes 
hitherto unseen family items which 
chart Ed’s rise from Suffolk schoolboy 
to global superstar. We would like 
to invite really talented GSCE and 
A-Level students from across Suffolk 
to be a part of our exclusive Art & 
Music workshops, introducing them 
to the exhibition and inspiring their 
creative skills.

Portraiture with Colin Davidson
Students will be exploring different drawing techniques 
and considering the changing portrayal and perception 
of identity with Colin Davidson.  Colin is one of the best-
known portrait painters in the UK. His sitters include Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Bill Clinton and Northern 
Ireland athletics legend Mary Peters. Colin also developed 
a close friendship with Ed during and after the portraits. The 
main portrait in the exhibition is the “sister” of one hanging 
in the National Portrait Gallery.
Date:   20th January 2020
Times:   9:30am to 3:30pm
Age Group:  15+ (GCSE & A-Level Art)

Creative Song writing with Ian Johnson 
Ian Johnson, from Access to Music in Norwich, is credited 
as the man who discovered Ed. Students will be introduced 
to a variety of music genres and exploring different song-
writing techniques with Ian. The students will be able to 
write their own short lyrics, learning from one of the people 
who helped Ed get started on his musical journey. 
Date:   6th February 2020
Times:   9:30am to 3:30pm
Age Group:  15+ (GCSE & A-Level Music)

Being a part of the programme
If you would like to nominate any of your students that 
demonstrate significant artistic or musical talent and who 
would benefit from these two exciting workshops, please 
contact Emma Connolly of One sixth-form college via 
email at emma.connolly@suffolkone.ac.uk 

All nominations to be submitted by 18th December 2019.
There will not be a charge for these workshops.

1. EXCLUSIVE ART & MUSIC WORKSHOPS
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The Kodaly Method is a way of developing musical 
skills and teaching musical concepts beginning 
in very young children. It is an approach to music 
education developed in Hungary during the mid-
20th Century by composer Zoltán Kodály and has 
spread around the world.

We propose holding three workshops in January for 
primary school children. 

Mish Kelly is a highly qualified and experienced 
Kodaly teacher, violinist and choral trainer. Here she 
introduces the themes of the workshops:

“Our Kodaly workshops will consist of singing 

games and activities, which would highlight 

kinesthetically the fundamental elements of 

music.  

“These games echo how children play at 

the different levels of their development, 

how they use play to explore and engage 

with the world. The sense of ‘play’ is always 

exploratory- and takes away the sense of 

‘right/ wrong’ that can cripple the ability to 

learn music (when we can all get too self-

conscious of making mistakes), while keeping 

the sense of self expression.

KODALY WORKSHOP FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
WITH MISH KELLY 

“Children (and any adults in the room as well) 

tend to learn / remember thing more easily 

if they are having fun. The choice of songs 

and activities will be systematic so that the 

children can begin to build an understanding 

of what makes up ‘music’ (pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, speed, loud and soft, silences etc). 

Over time, both children and adults who 

learn in this way hear music inwardly, can use 

it with increasing confidence, as they can with 

any language.”

If you are interested please contact Emma Lea at 
madeinsuffolk@ipswich.gov.uk and we will pass on 
details and timings which are still being developed. 
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The University of Suffolk is 
organising two special workshops 
with Mark Surridge, a photographer 
who has enjoyed the closest access 
to his friend Ed Sheeran during his 
global Divide tour.

Mark has taken stunning shots of singer and audience 
at the biggest concerts around the world and has also 
captured the tension back stage.

Many of these photographs are included in the Ed 
Sheeran: Made in Suffolk exhibition.

Mark has agreed to run two exclusive workshops in 
January – one for University photography students 
and another for sixth-form pupils who show an 
aptitude for and a love of photography. The 
workshops will take place at Christchurch Mansion 
and at the University’s main Waterfront Campus 
building on Ipswich Waterfront.

If any school in Suffolk would like to nominate aspiring 
students for the second workshop they should email 
madeinsuffolk@ipswich.gov.uk by 18th December.

2. PHOTOGRAPHY WITH MARK SURRIDGE
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The Ed Sheeran: Made in Suffolk Exhibition 
considers themes of identity, place and belonging, 
which can be used in multiple academic subjects
and are relevant for any key stage. 

The Education Programme will provide school 
groups the opportunity to explore these themes 
outside the classroom with a visit to the exhibition 
and an Ipswich Museums led session. These 
themes can then be explored further in the school 
environment using the resources which will be 
available online. 

The two-week programme is provisionally scheduled 
for Monday 24th February to Friday 6th March 
2020. There will be a total of 10 days, including two 
sessions on Mondays when the Mansion is closed. 
These sessions will be promoted to primary and 
secondary schools, with a mixture of half-day and 
full-day sessions to choose from. 

This is a flexible programme and if you want 
something else tailor-made for you we will do our 
best to deliver it. For example we could also provide 
sessions on: 

Graphic Design 
Exploring how the Made in Suffolk book was 
compiled and the skills needed to build it. Students 
will explore the book and then design their own book 
cover, album cover etc.

Merchandise 
Exploring how the Made in Suffolk merchandise was 
developed and research other merchandise, students 
can explore the products including cost of sales and 
display and then design their own merchandise. 

Other groups
The Education Programme is geared towards schools 
initially but could also be rolled out to youth groups 
which do not necessarily follow a curriculum but 
have an interest in promoting arts and culture to their 
members. 

3. MUSEUMS SERVICE-LED SESSIONS
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Workshop Name: Discover Art in a Day - Portraits
Age Group: KS2 
Group Size: 30 to 60 pupils
Adult ratio: 1:6
Timings: 10:00 to 14:00 with lunch break 
  (240mins) 

SESSION SUMMARY:
• An introduction from a member of Museum staff 
• Time in the gallery to explore ideas and produce  
 creative work 
• Time exploring the wider art collection 
• Activity to compare and contrast portraits across  
 the collection 
• Activity to observe and draw partners
 - Continuous line drawings of each other’s faces
 - Detailed drawing of one feature on the face
 - Use lots of different colours to draw the face 
 - Use templates – cutting and sticking to build a  
   new face

Charge: £4.20 per child (schools in the Borough of 
Ipswich). £4.70 per child (outside Ipswich).

Workshop Name: Words & Music 
Age Group: KS2 and KS1
Group Size: 30 pupils (single class)
Adult ratio: 1:6
Timings: 2-hour session / 10:00 to 12:00 
  and 13:00 to 15:00

SESSION SUMMARY:
• An introduction from a member of Museum staff 
• A practical music session (1 hour) – singing/  
 instruments
• Focus on rhythm, improvisation, simple composition
• Activity to use the body as instruments – chest   
 tapping, feet stamping etc
• Activity to try and recreate an Ed Sheeran song –  
 voice humming / soft and loud sounds
• Time in the gallery to explore ideas 
     - Looking at Ed’s guitars
     - Looking at musical instruments 
     - Working as a group create your own music   
    inspired by Ed

There will be a charge for children: Amount tbc

WORKSHOPS FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS

There are two proposed Museums led workshops for primary schools but we are happy to develop something 
else to meet specific needs.

• Discover Art in a Day - Portraits / Using art to explore identity - (full-day session)
• Word & Music - Using music to explore sense of place - (half-day)
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Workshop Name: Discover Art in a Day 
Age Group: GCSE/A-Level  
Group Size: tbc
Adult ratio: tbc
Timings: 10:00 to 14:00 with lunch break  
  (240mins) 

SESSION SUMMARY:
• An introduction from a member of Museum staff 
• Curator’s Introduction to two exhibitions – Ed   
 Sheeran: Made in Suffolk & Art Forms in Nature 
• Time in each gallery to explore ideas
• Activity to produce creative work in sketchbooks /  
 using different drawing techniques
     - Drawing without looking at the paper
     - Continuous line
     - Only using shading, no lines
     - Charcoal and rubber to draw

There will be a charge per student: Amount tbc

WORKSHOPS FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

There are three proposed Museums led workshops for secondary schools but we are happy to develop 
something else to meet specific needs.

• Discover Art in a Day – (full-day session) / using art and art forms to explore identity
• Who am I? Exploring Identity – (half-day) / using art to explore identity
• Who am I? Exploring Sense of Place – (half-day) / using art and creative writing to explore sense of place
 

Workshop Name: Who I am? Exploring Identity 
Age Group: GCSE/A-Level  
Group Size: tbc
Adult ratio: tbc
Timings: 2-hour session / 10:00 to 12:00
  and 13:00 to 15:00

SESSION SUMMARY:
• An introduction from a member of Museum staff 
• Curator’s Introduction to Ed Sheeran exhibition
• Exploring the sense of self/identity  
• Time in the gallery to explore ideas & questions
     - What makes a good portrait?
     - What does the application of paint/colours   
    show in a portrait? 
     - What does a portrait need to include? 
• Activity to produce creative work in sketchbooks 
     - Compare identity photo on school pass to a   
    photo with your friends
     - What’s different? What do they convey? 
     - Compare examples around the Mansion – what  
    sets them apart?
• Activity to explore different mediums of   
 portraiture
     - What medium do you prefer? 
     - How would you like your portrait to be   
    portrayed?
     - Make a portrait of a friend, choose the medium/ 
    style to suit them
 
There will be a charge per student: Amount tbc
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Workshop Name: Who I am? Exploring your   
  Sense of Place
Age Group: GCSE/A-Level  
Group Size: tbc
Adult ratio: tbc
Timings: 2-hour session / 10:00 to 12:00 
  and 13:00 to 15:00

SESSION SUMMARY:
• An introduction from a member of Museum staff 
• Curator’s Introduction to Ed Sheeran exhibition
• Exploring the sense of place  
• Time in the gallery to explore ideas & questions
     - Think of an early memory, think of its    
    significance, how does it make you feel?
     - How can you portray your memory – drawing,  
    writing, photography? 
• Activity to make a creative response in any   
 medium to that memory of place
• Activity to explore Ed’s Suffolk heritage and write  
 a short piece explaining what Suffolk means to   
 you (Castle on the Hill)
      
There will be a charge per student: Amount tbc
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Theme 1:  Identity                                                                                                                                         
Theme 2:  Sense of Place                                                                                                                                           
Theme 3:  Music & Lyrics                                                                                                                                         
Theme 4:  Pop Culture

THEME 1 – IDENTITY

KS1 & KS2 
• What clothes would you wear if you were a pop  
 star?  Draw your outfit.
• Design your 1st album cover. What would you   
 name it?
• Design a T-shirt for your fans to buy at your   
 concert.

KS3 & KS4:
• If you were to paint a self-portrait, what would you  
 be wearing to reflect your personality?
• Design the merchandise to be sold at your   
 concerts (T-shirt, Hoodie, pin badges).
• Design your own line of jewellery to be sold at   
 your concerts; they must represent you and your  
 music.

KS5
• How can the characteristics and personality of   
 someone be shown through the use of brush   
 marks or mark-making?
• How would you choose a colour palette to   
 represent a friend or family member?
• Design a tattoo sleeve for one arm that reflects  
 your interests, your musical taste and your   
 personality.  

THEME 2:  SENSE OF PLACE

KS1 & KS2
• Draw a picture of your home, try and add as much  
 detail as possible.
• Draw your local landmarks?
• Describe your hometown in words.  Try and be as  
 descriptive as possible to help the reader imagine it.

KS3 & KS4
• Imagine you are about to come on stage at your  
 biggest gig ever; describe how it feels in words.   
 What can you hear?  How do you feel? What can  
 you see?
• How has your hometown shaped who you are?  
 Write a short poem describing this and your home.
• Take a series of photographs documenting your  
 hometown.  What are the key landmarks to you, the  
 special places that bring back memories?

KS5
• Paint the landscape/cityscape that best reflects  
 your hometown, the view you feel best reflects   
 home.
• Compose lyrics or a piece of creative writing that  
 navigate us through your journey of growing up in  
 your hometown.  How has it shaped you?
• Take a series of photographs that document you  
 and your friend’s life in your hometown.  Where  
 do you hang out?  Where are the places of memory  
 and story? What places are special to you?    
 Document this visually.

4. TEACHER RESOURCES
THEMES & QUESTIONS STARTER PACK

Created by Emma Connolly of One sixth-form college for schools’ self-led sessions
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THEME 3: MUSIC & LYRICS

KS1 & KS2
• Write a verse describing you and your friends and  
 family.
• Produce a collage of all your favourite bands and  
 singers.
• What are your favourite songs?  Why?  Write   
 about how the song makes you feels.

KS3 & KS4
• Design a music award.  You will need to come up  
 with the name of the award ceremony and design  
 the award that will be handed out for Best Album.
• Design your tour poster.  Who are your supporting  
 acts?  Where will you be playing? What is the
 name of your tour?  How will you represent   
 yourself in the poster?
• What is your favourite song?  Highlight the lyrics  
 that really stand out for you and discuss why.

KS5
• Illustrate your favourite line from a song visually,  
 through drawing or painting.
• Compose a poem from all your favourite lyrics   
 from one chosen album.

THEME 4: POP CULTURE

KS1 & KS2
• What is ‘Popular Culture?’ – Draw pictures of what and   
 your friends are ‘in to’ at the moment?
• Design yourself as a Lego character.
• Design yourself as a puppet.

KS3 & KS4
• Redesign the Brit Award for this year.
• Reflecting on Pop Art and the work of Andy Warhol,   
 who would he make a portrait of now? Compose your   
 own Warhol style portrait of a famous singer or celebrity.
• Listening to your favourite music, what lyrics best sum up  
 life today for you and your friends?  

KS5
• Compose a piece of Street Art, including spray paint that  
 reflects our current social, political or cultural climate.   
• Write a poem or lyrics to best describe our current   
 populist culture. 
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“I am happy that the exhibition has exciting 

creative activities for young people, 

including portrait painting, photography, 

song-writing and music workshops.”

ED SHEERAN

Foreword, Ed Sheeran Made in Suffolk exhibition catalogue 

For further information about the Education Programme please 

contact Emma Lea at MadeInSuffolk@ipswich.gov.uk

 

To find out more about the Ed Sheeran Made in Suffolk exhibition 

and the Ed Sheeran Trail go to www.made-in-suffolk.co.uk

Colchester + Ipswich 
Museums


